
        

 

 
	  

Controversial	  pipeline	  video	  game	  expands	  to	  iPhone	  	  
following	  positive	  independent	  review 

 
Pipe Trouble showcased at Cannes Film Festival and NYC’s Games for Change 

 
(Toronto – June 18 2013)  In the wake of a positive independent review, the controversial 
pipeline video game Pipe Trouble is now available for the iPhone. Pipe Trouble landed in a 
firestorm of controversy in late March started by reports that the game allows players to blow up 
pipelines and advocates eco-terrorism.  The controversy spread nationally and into highest levels 
of Canadian government, ultimately pressuring public broadcaster TVO to pull links to the game 
from their website and launch an independent review. 
 
The findings of this review are now available and state that “Pipe Trouble does not support, 
glamourize or advocate violence in any way… Pipe Trouble is not a game about blowing up 
pipelines.  It is a game about building pipelines.  To succeed, players must pit their spatial ability 
and speed against economics, regulations, efficiency, the environment and yes, sabotage.  The 
game is designed to make you think, and it does.” 
 
Since the independent review began there has been a second wave of corrective coverage, often 
raising questions of game literacy and outdated assumptions surrounding the video game 
medium.  Meanwhile Pipe Trouble has become the first video game ever showcased at the 
prestigious Cannes Film Festival and is a special presentation at the 10th annual Games for 
Change in New York, the largest gaming event in NYC and the leading international event 
uniting creators of games for change with those interested in accessing the positive social impact 
of games. 
 
About Pipe Trouble: 
Pipe Trouble takes a clever new spin on an old arcade classic and uses over-the-top satire to 
explore ongoing real-world issues surrounding the exploitation of natural gas.  It was designed to 
engage a new audience in the ongoing energy debate and also build awareness for the TVO 
commissioned documentary film Trouble in the Peace by Six Island Productions.   
 
Pipe Trouble is now available for $0.99 for iPhone, iPad and select Android tablets, with a free 
trial at www.pipetrouble.com.   
 
Pipe Trouble is a Pop Sandbox Production, produced in collaboration with Six Island 
Productions with the support of the Ontario Media Development Corporation and the Bell 
Broadcast and New Media Fund. It was developed with the support of the Documentary 
Organization of Canada’s Toronto Chapter. 
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